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State, When all the Powers and Inſtru- 
ments of HELL ſeem to be let looſe, not on- 
ly againſt That, but every chingeraly ſacred z 
even blaſpheming the eternal. God-head, 
and co· eternal Perſonality of our ever-blefſed 


mioſt execrable manner; and this done toa 
by Perſons, ho at the ſametrime, (as theid 


Father the Devil has ſometimes appeared 
like an Angel of Light) rake is ve ill nas 


to be reckoned Gun It r IAN, forſporh 
when ate bla ing ba þ : 
Church is daily: threarer'd by the exceffive 

and ſhameful Growth of Por ERNI, on the 
one Hatzd, and by the inſolent Libels, ar 
tul and'foghitical Diſcourſes, licentious Li- 
berties, dangerous Combinations, and d 
bridled Excurſions, of almoſt innumerable 
Swarms of. Schiſmaricks,, Hereticks, Hf 
dels, Atbeifts, and even ſome falſe Brethren 
alſo, On che-orher ; all crafrily ſpurrd oa 
(as in ſome former Reign by Jeſuits and 
ethers in Maſquerade: - And when I may 
ſay; in the-General, All char is truly valua- 
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ben (ke Pope Sey l che Dar 
when (like Pope and the Emp 
Ocho, ſuppor ting S others" ref peftive 
Tyranny and. Ufurpation) the Rump- Fir. 
liament and the Army play'd fo to ohe 
another's Hands, that, under the Preteget 
of Liberty of Confrience; and of preſervi 
the Rights, 'Privileges, and Properties of the 
Sudjects, they traiterouſly; joully, and 
facrilegiouſly, in a Manner ünheard ot before, 
perpetrated the moſt outragious and exe. 
crable Villainies, that ever were committed 
under the Sun, next to that of crucifying the 
Saviour of -all Mankind; till there was ad 
Shadow of any Law, bur that of the Sword; 
left in the Land: For whatever The Cm 
n 2 Mind 
be done, the Parlimem were, nolens 
volens, oblig'd to give it the ſeemĩng Sanftioh 
of a Law; and, on the other nil, ge 
AnmMy were the Exccutioners of w 2 
ever the PARLIAM EN r enacted: 8d 
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val, Parliaments are wicked; if the Times 
are ſober, and modeſt, prudent, and not braſs d. 
then Parhaments are right, good, and honou” 
rable ; and they are good Medicmes and Saves * 
But in this Parliament 
And it is very remarkable, what one of | 
that Arch-hypocrite, as well as Arch uſurper 
and Arch-tyrant, OLiveR CrRoMweELL's 
own Major Generals, Harriſen, ſaid in his 
Octana, Par. 216. Edit. 1656. The 
Vices of the Feople, are from their Govern- 
ours ; thoſe of the Governours, from their 
Lews and Orders ; and thoſe of their Laws 
ad Orders, from their Legiſlators. And in 
my humble Opinion, he might very juſtly 
have added, thoſe of their Legiſlators, from 
the Indolence, Ignorance, and Corruption of 
their Elctors; and thoſe of their Electors, 
from the Looſeneſs of their heterogeneous Edu- 
| cation. And, as Cicero obſerves, That the 
Formation of 4 Citizen in the Womb of the 
Commonwealth, is his Education; ſo, in or- 
: |} der to ace a more orderly, regular, 
F uniform, and Chriſtian Education, for the 
Youth of theſe Ki , I with from the 
Bottom of my Heart, that all judicious and 
unprejudic'd Parents, who have any Chil- 
dren to be educated, wou'd deliberately 
read, and impartially conſider the Conrents 
of the Reverend and Learned Mr. Weſtys 
{[Lzrrttx, concerning the Education of 
#4 Diſſearers, in their private Academies ; to- 
pether with the a Defence _— 
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(10) 
of; Printed for Meſſrs. Clavel and Knapleri, 
in St. Paul s Church-yard ; For, as he had 


his original Education, fo he has ftill ſeveral 
rich Relations among them. 

And I wiſh that even our 
'wou'd be pleas'd to take Cognizance of & 
Subject matter thereof, in due Time, as a 
Point on which the Happineſs or the Miſery 


o 
e 
the Learned Lord Verulam ſays, 
natural Conſtitutions and Com 
Souls are alter d and diverſified by that ad- 
'ventitious Temperature and Con 
which they receive from the Cultivation of 

the Mind. 
But to return from this ſeeming Di 
on, to the Purpoſe now more im 
under our Conlideration : The ancient — 
Statutes and Conſtitution of this Realm 
did require, That there ſhould be 
and new Parliaments ; and the Practice in 


1 


91 both before and after the 
Parliaments were held, three 


(11) 
Times of calling, and Length of holding ; 
but always very ſhort, untill the Reign of 
Edward III. 
In the 4th Year of that King's Reign, 
there was a Law made, That Parliaments 
ſhould be holden every Year once, or.oftner, 
| if Occaſion were ; I ſuppoſe New Parlia- 
| ments were underſtood, tho not expreſsly 
ſo ſaid ; becauſe Prorogetions, or long Ad- 
' | journments, were things never heard of, 
and much leſs practis'd, until later Years. 
Nor was it thought reaſonable, in thoſe 
Days, that any particular Number of Men 
ſhould, for Years together, ingroſs ſo great 
6 OE the People, as to be 2 
Delegates, Deputies, or eſenta- 
=- in the Flauſe of Commons, and that all 
the other Geatry, and Members of Corpo- 
rations, of the fame Quality and Degree 
with them, ſhould be fo excluded. 
When Parkaments were thus ſhort and 
t, the Members conſtantly received 
their Wages, of the Counties, Cities and Bo- 
roughs that deputed them: Nay, many of 
the poorer Boroughs petition d to be excugd 
from ſending Members, as not being well 
able to defray or bear their. Charges, and 
were excus'd accordingly. 

Laws were made in favour of the neigh- 
bouring Gentry, that Corporations ſhould 
ſend none but the Fremen of their own 
reſpective Towns, to ſerve for them: Nay, 
you ſhall find in all the ancient Returns of 
| ws Writs 
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(12) 
Writs for Knights of the Shires, their Sure- 
ties for their Appearance, return'd with 
them. | 
And, as the Salvation of Men's Souls was 
then, and ought ſtill to be, the chief Con- 
cern of the wiſeſt Part of Mankind, eſpe- 
cially of ſuch as have the Benefit of a Gol- 
pel-Revelation, a Convocation of the Cler- 
gy was then look*'d upon, and conſider d, all 
along, as a neceſſary Part of our Parke- 
mentary Con/iitution, inſomuch, that when- 
ever a Parliament was ſummon'd to meet, 
a Convocation of the Clergy was ſummon d 
to meet alſo, at the ſame time, that 
might be always ready at Hand to take Care 
of, deliberate upon, and (if needful) con- 
fer with Committees of the Legiſlatme, 
touching all Matters relating to Religion, 
as being juſtly ſuppos'd to be the moſt com- 
petent Judges thereof; and, till the laſt Cen- 
tury, they were generally allow'd to Tax 
themſelves by way of a free Gift, as is ſtill 


they themfelves were playing t. 
Devil for God's fake, there, àt che 
time; and giving SanQiqn not qaly te th 
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(13) 
eviwal of all the exploded Hereſies that had 
— ever been ſtarted ſince the Days of the Apo- 
ales but likewiſe to all ſuch other innume- 
rable new Hereſies and Enthuſiaſtick Noti- 
ons, as the Devil and his Inſtruments could 
poſſibly invent, to confound Mens Thoughts 
about the true Religion; provided always, 
that the Authors and their Followers liſted 
themſelves under the Banner of the pretend 
ed Good Old Cauſe, to ruine and deſtroy 
Monarchy in the State, and the "Oe 
or Epiſcopel Government, in the Churc 
to the End, that every one of choſe Relig 
ous Libertines might, with Impunity, 4 
whatever fee s| good in their own Eyes, whes 
there was no King in our Iſrael, but the 
1128 TVs 1. ng Dig 
t to return 
bon about Com uocat ions of the Cle 
whenever thoſe regular Parliaments 
finiſhed the Buſineſs they were call'd for, 
= were — 17 diſſolv d of Courſe, and 
—— as A Parliament, without 
cur Pa — n 
e: And, upon t eturn to 
_— they took Care to make a 
37 next * as all wiſe 
en ought to do, and I 
1-4-4 If 
| ve uthoriry even of the Whi 
Apotle D. D. E. for faying, = 


ings that ſubſequent 
Parliament: ht E undo; nay, we 


have ſeen the fame Parkament, merely 
KM Complement to the Riſing. ſun, undo 
in their next Seſſions, what they themſelves 
« We be * Puke 
e have rliaments (fai 
« ſame Author, in his Originel — 
© +. $4) comply with things ro the Ruin of 
þ ation ; and we have Parliaments 
quarrel with Kings, to the N 

« of the Conſtitution; diſſolvi g the Henk 
* of Lords, and fi the Monarchy. 
Ve have ſeen Parliaments concur {6 
© with the Fate and Fortunes of Princes 
as tocomply backward and forward, in 
«« diſpoſing and dethroning alternately two 
Kings, as Victory put Power into their 
« Hands; Imean VT. and A i. 
* who were Kings and Priſoners Five or 
« Six times, by Turns; and the Parliament 
« always complied with the Conqueror. 
We have ſeen a Parliament confirm the 
* Uſurpatioa of Richerd III. the 
— 
* t (except OLiver 
4 CrRoMwWELE of pious Memory, with our | 


« Author's leave) and another Parliament un- 


do all they had done, andconfirm Hen. VII 
who no Right by Succeſſion: And 
« therefore (he ſhould have added) tocom- 

„ he married 


* pleat his Title by Conqueſt 


the hereditary Heireſs to the Crown. 
&« Afﬀrer- 


. complied. 
re-eſtabliſh'd Popery, 
« and all the Acts of Church and State, re- 
4 lating to her Mother's Divorce; and ſtill 


429 


repudiated Queen Mary. 
Elicaleth undid all her Siſter 
had done, and ſuppreſs'd Popery, and al 
* was by Authority of Parliament; fo this 
Parliamentary Power is no more infallible 


than the Kingly. 
— uthor) I hope 


So that (continues our A 
« it is no Offence to ſay, a Houſe of Com- 
* mons may be in the wrong ; 'tis poſſible 
for a Houſe of Commons to be miſled by 
Factions and Parties; tis poſſible for them 
* to be brib'd by Pesſions and Places, ani 
« by either of theſe Extremes, to betray 


« their Truſt, and abuſe the People whe 
intruſt them, &e, 


(16) 
| Therefore, I may ſafely venture to ſay 
and it muſt be granted, by all Men of PC. 
netration, Honour, and Honeſty, that it is 
fimply impoſſible for the Electors to take 
more Care and Precaution than is truly ne. 
ceſſary, in chuſing, on this Occaſion, Per. 
fons duly qualified, eſpecially ſuch as are 
2 _— 8 Orthodox Principles of 
t ri eligion, to repreſent the 
Commons of Great - Britain, in the next Par. 
liamenr, for Reaſons too obvious to ever 
obſerving and conſiderate Member of 
Orthodox National Church; if 2 but 
reflect a little on the Numbers and Induſtry 
of their Enemies, who unanimouſly join 
their Forces againſt the Church, how much 
foever disjointed in other Matters among 
themſelves: Witneſs their Debates and 
Feuds in Se/ters-Hal/, about the Doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity, &c. Nay, I defy any 
Man living, to fay worſe things of all or 
either 41 than they have ſeverally 
ſaid, preachd, and wrote of one another; 
whereof (if requir d) I can give almoſt in · 
a— 82 *_ 1 3 

ppen d to be uppermoſt, by Turns, 
reſpeQtively denied each the other Liberty of 
Conſcience, as tending always to Hereſy and 
Schiſm; and ſome of them maintain d in 
Print, that even Jdolatry was leſs pernicious 


than Scbiſin, which was ſymbolically rend- 
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ing Chriſt's Body to Pieces. 


(17) 
But, to return (I ſay) to my former Sub- 
z as modern Policy —_— 1 Jo 
Degrees, among us, and crafty Intri 
ſupplanted the honeſt primitive Simplicity 
and Plain dealing of our Fore-fathers, ſome 
cunning and ing Men, under the ſp 
cious Shew of Generolity, and a pretended 
publick Spirit, offer'd ro ſerve as Parſiament- 
men for nothing; (that is) to diſcharge their 
reſpective Elefors, whether Counties, Cities, 
or Bejoughs, of all daily Wages, which the 
Law * them, and entitled them 
to, as aforeſaid. 
This, in Courſe of Time, became an Ex- 
ample for others to do the like; and the Caſe 
is, by Degrees, ſo far alter d now, that I 
am aſham'd to mention the extravagant 
_ . Sums, which, I am very credibly inform'd, 
have been, and even now art, openly given, 
by Perſons but very indifferently qualified, 
to be inveſted with fo great a Truſt. And 
as there is a common Exil Proverb, which 
comes naturally into my Thoughts, on this 
Wy vis. That Mes who bu dear, can- 
not ſelling cheap ; ſo I cannor appre- 
hend what Room ſuch mercenary Electors 
can Ny have for complaining, if they hap- 
pen to themſelves ſcurvily us'd, even 
fold, like ſo — Slaves, by thoſe to whom 
they may have thus fold their Freedom and 
Birth Rights, if the Purchaſers have not 
more Generoſity, than the Sellers deſerve 
to meet with, | 
G Hows 


(18) 
However, if the pernicious Conſequences 
of this ſort of Merchandize could not affet 
their innocent Fellow. ſubjects, more per- 
haps than thoſe fe/onions Brokers themſelves, 
I muſt own I ſhould be fo far from pitying 
them, that I ſhould be glad to ſee them 
made Examples of the Nation's Juſtice and 
| Reſentment, for ſuch flagitious Practices 
to the Terror of others. * 

Bur alas! if the Fountain it ſelf ſhould 
happen to become thus poiſon'd, how can 
we expect, that the Streams ſhould run 
clear and untainted ? 

Vet, as Iam ſtill willing to hope for better 
things, I cannot ſuffer myſelf to entertain ſo 
mean a Thought of the univerſal Genius of 
the Britiſh Nation, but that they will ſo exert 
themſelves on this Occaſion, that, in Defi- 
ance of all Efforts can be made to the con- 
trary, ſuch a conſiderable Majority may be 
choſen, and return'd to Parliament, as will 
ſtill aſſerr, vindicate and maintain our ex- 
cellent Conftitution, both in Church and 
State, by putting an effectual Stop to that 
Torrent of Atheiſm and Infidelity, as well 
as Schiſms and Herefies, which with their 

united Forces, daily difturb the Peace and 
Quiet of our Nationa/ Church, tho the molt 
Orthodox, and truly Apoſtolick Branch of 
the Catbolick of Chriſt, this Day 
eſtabliſh'd in any Part of the World: I fay 
it with Knowledge, after a long and fer- 
ous Ex2mination. And, 


(19) 
And, in order to have ſuch Perſons re- 
turn'd to ſerve in Parliament, as may effe- 
Aually maintain its Temporal as well as 
Eccleſiaſtick Rights, and likewiſe may diſ- 
courage the further ſpreading of Atheiſm, 
Infidelity, and Herepes . us, I humbly 
„ 1 Charch of 
land, nor 1 any Diſſenter, ſincere- 
5 woe to believe the fundamental 
Princi the Chriſtian Religion, in the 
orthodox Senſe thereof, ſhould, up- 
on any * — t, L previous 7 En- 
gement whatever, be now prevaiPd u 
= at this critical Juncture, to give — 2 
his Vote or Intereſt, to chuſe any Perſon 
or Perſons, to tepreſent the Commons of 
Great. Britain, in the enſuing Parliament, 
who ſhall nor, before his or their EleQion, 
give a ſolema Declaration in Writing, un- 
der his or their Hands, That they unfeion- 
2 the Scriptures of the Old and 
ew Teſtament to have been written by di- 
vine Inſpiration; and that they firmly believe 
the Doctrine of the ever-bleſſed RIK Tr 
is founded in the ſaid Scriptures, as the ſame 
is e ſod m the Firſt Article of the Church 
5 mm _ o in the 2 the 
ixth Queſtions of the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm : Or, L leaſt, Ad ſome Declara- 
tion to that Effect. | 
And to deal frankly with all Mankind, 
touching a Point fo very eſſentially neceſſa- 
ry to our Salvation, - the Belief _ 
2 rac 


( 20) 
the Reaſon why I am fo ſollicitous about 
fuch a TEST now, is, becauſe all the 
Members of Parliament (very few except- 
ed) who voted for The Bill for repealing the 
r formity, and 
to prevent the Growth of Schiſm, in 
ary 1718-19, n 
1 233 in all, vated, at the 


ian; fo 
— 28 to great Numbers of 
mes, Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, Infidels 
and Atheiſts, to be, ever ſince, incompara- 
bly more inſolent in their Behaviour to the 
Church, and Church-men, both Clergy and 
Laity, than they had preſum'd to be 
ly before; and eſpecially fince the 
of ſome further late Acts in favour of the 
s and Fews, reſpectively; and if 
there be — ruth in what I have heard 
confidently ſuggeſted, (which I would glad- 
ly not faſfer 58 4 to believe) that both 
1 Quakers and 7 cus had ſeverally made 
pretty large Cain on that 


an | cannot ſay they were yery wide of 


(21) 
the Mark, who compar'd ſuch Bargaining ' 
then, to Fudes's betraying his Lord and Ma- 
ſter, for Thirty Pieces of Silver. Eorreſco 
referens ! Which Two Ats, 1 — own, 
I ſhould be heartily glad to ſee repeal'd, for 
many t Reaſons, too tedious to be here 
inſerted, but which may, perhaps, never- 
theleſs, be, in good time, with all dutiful 
Submiſhon, offer d to the Confideration of 
the next Parliament. | 
For tho* (if I may be allow'd to know 
the true Sentiments of my own Heart) I 
am far from having the leaſt Inclina- 
tion, any Man, or Namber of Men, 
ſhould be perſecuted, or indeed proſecuted. 
merely upon the Account of their having 
Conſciences really tender and ſcrupulous, 
in worſhipping God otherwiſe, than in their 
own Way; yet I muſt beg Leave to fay, 
there is a vaſt Difference between ſuch an 
Indulgence, and the giving openly Legal Ex- 
couragements to ſuch numerous, cratty, de- 
ing, and rich Bodies of 1 32 
war x to continue 1 * irre- 
claimable, in propagating t phemous 
Doctrines, and, —— Mask of pretend 
ed Sanctity and 


( 22 
ous Perſons of any Communion, who ha 
juſt Senſe of the effential Principles — 
Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Religion; name 
3 divine Inſpiration and Authority of 
Sacred Scriptures, the ſupreme Godbead, 
and co erernal Perſonality of our Saviour, the 
Senſe thereof, and the holy Sacraments of 
ſ and the Lord"s Supper. 
is (I fay) a very great Difference 
between a tender Conſcience truly ſcrupy- 
lous, and a wicked, pertinacious, and De. 
wvilifh, as well as erroneous — - The 
former may, by ſuitable Perſuaſions, mild 
Admonitions, = rational 2 be, 
in time, brought to a r Conformity; 
but the latter Lene d e 
ſpiritual Pride, Arrogance, Vanity, and 
Self. Conceit, that the milder and more in- 
dulgent you are to ſuch, the more inſolent 
and rampant they grow. For, as there is 
in Man a ſenſitive, as well as a rational Fa. 
culty ; ſo, by the violent, tempeſtuous, and 
irregular Motions of the former, he is often 
hurry'd on into ſuch Extravagancies, 25 
would not only diſturb, but (if not timely 
prevented) even utterly fubvert all Order 
and Government, both Eccleſiaſtick and 
Civil: Therefore, for the Security of hu- 
man Societies, God, in his all- wiſe Provi- 
dence, has ordain'd Principalities and Pou- 
ers, by whoſe Authority good Laws and 
ConSTITUTIONS have been enactel. 


(23) 


with proper Penalties annexed, after God's 


own Exa e, for reſtraining the wilful 
— Ca. who are commonly led, 
more by the Sway of their own ſenſua De- 
fires, and more afraid of Sin or Wickedneſs, 
for the ſenſible Evils which follow the ſame, 
amongft Men (that is) for the Puniſhments 
inflicted on their Bodies and Eſtates, than 
for any kind of Sentence, that — = 
on or Religion can pronounce againit them ; 
. indeed « a ſeldom or never ſuffer 
themſelves to have any ferious Apprehenfi- 
on of a future State. And, as I have, to 
my Coſt, had too much Experience of ma- 
ny ſuch; ſo I may juſtly ſay with the Roy- 
al Pſalmiſt, Forty Tears long was I grieved 
with this Generation ! 
For the further Illuſtration of this Argu- 
ment, and the Information of all Orthodox 
Chriftians, who have a Right to chuſe Mem- 
bers to repreſent them in Parliament, I 
muſt likewiſe obſerve here, that, at a very 
memorable Meeting of all the Diſſenting 
Miniſters, of the three chief Denominati- 
ons, viz. Presbyterians, I s, and 
its, in and about the City of Lox- 
don, at Salters-Hall, in March 1718-10, 
(ſoon after the aforeſaid Vote in the Houſe 
of Commons) no leſs than 7; of thoſe 
Diſſenting Mmiſters abſolutely refuſed to 
fign ſuch a Declaration, as aforeſaid, of their 
Belief in the Holy Trinity; tho moſt ear- 
neſtly preſs'd to it by 49 of their Brethren, 


Tueſday, March 3. 1718-19. 
The Firſt Article of the Church of Englend. 


Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 
Here is but One Living and True 
God, E ing, without Bo- 
« dy, Parts, or Paſhons ; of Infinite Pow- 
er, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs : The Maker 
and Preſerver of all Things viſible and 
« inviſible: And in the Unity of the God. 
« head there be Three Perſons, of one Sub- 
« tance, Power and Eternity; The Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 


et 
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is above 
to be the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, re 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures. 


Now, as it maniſeſtly a pears, that the 
Miniſters, firſt above men- 
tion'd ate undeniably heterodox in the molt 


73 Diſſenti 


funda- 


E do heartily ſubſcribe to that which | 
expreſs'd, as what we believe 
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SoSe 


However, a 
of this, at 
* f 


dox Principles; becauſe, without that, (be- 
ſides the many other pernicious Conſe- 
quences naturally attending a bad Choice) 
no Reliance can be had on the Oaths of 
ſuch Perfons who do not believe in that 
God to whoſe Omniſcience they ſeem to 

appeal, nor thoſe Scriptures, by the Con- 
tents whereof they ſwear: Nor can this 
be thought a vain Suggeſtion, when I am 

morally aſſur d and do, in my Conſcience, 
believe, there are mapy more Perſons guilty 


( 26 | 
of wilful, deliberate and judicial Perj 
— 5 
which makes the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
ſo very precarious, in all our Courts of Judi. 
cature: Nor is it to be ſuppos'd, that even 
the Judges (ſuppoling them ever ſo.upright 
and impartial) can prevent that horrid 
Abuſe of the Law, unleſs the Leg 
enjoin a Puniſhment adequate to the Hei- 
nouſneſs of ſuch a damnable Crime, as P. 
Jury certainly 1s. | 

And indeed how excellent ſoever our 
Laws and Conſtitutions may have origj- 
nally been; yet if ſuch numberleſs Swarms 
— nor thoſe GEO and un- 

etti who now live 

the very Excrements and = 
the Law ny. _— to and 

on, as they do, with Impunity (except- 
be Fear are now and thee Pilleey, 
which is no adequate Puniſhment at ally it's 
hard to ried both _ _ Generation 
may be ww and Goſpel; 
it Tie the Pretence of Liberty (forſooth!) 
I may run out into Licentiouſneſs, 
and be reſtraind by no other effectual Rule 
than the looſe Inclinations of his own cor- 
rupt Heart. 5 

I would willingly avoid reflecting on 
any particular Man, or Orders or Proſeſſi- 
ons of Men : But the Cauſe of our common 
"Chriſtianity is ſuch, that our Saviour has 
affurd us, if we deny, or be aſham'd of 


OWN. 
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Paul, has leſt it upon 


Part, I freely own, I cannot 
melancholly RefleQi- 
and conſider what 
uniform Figure I have ſeen 
the then eftabliſh'd and truly orthodox 
England, Scotland 
make, in the Reign of King 
II. and even in that of his unfor- 
tunate, miſled, and bigotted Brother, King 
James II. compar'd to what they now are, 
if impartially conſider'd, in every ReſpeQ. 
The Great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, St. 
Record in the ſacred 
Oracles of Truth, Thet it is good to be zeal- 
ouſly affected aluays in 4 good thing, Gal. iv. 
13. Yet alas! We have now roo many 
Laodiceans among us, a People of whom 
St. Jabm grievouſly complain d, That they 
were neither hot nor cold, Luke-warm, va 
luing themſelves merely upon Account of their 
Riches; That they encreasd in Goods, and 


ſtood in need of nothing this World could af- 
ford them Rev. iii. 16. 17. Thus, I fay, 


have we among us many Perſons, I am 
afraid, of all Ranks, ſo very iadolent and 
indifferent about what our cftabliſh'd Na. 
tional Churches have been, now are, or 
hereafrer may be (if we go on ſtill, as of 
late) that their only Concern ſeems to be, 


how to get Money and Riches, in their ſeve- 


ral Stations; lixtle regarding which way 
D _ perhaps, 


And really the P 5 
the whole Houſe of Iſree/ and Faded, 
throughout this Chapter, ſeems to me, tobe 
fo like this Nation? s Condition, at pre- 
ſent, that he muſt be a Man of but mean Ob. 
ſervation, and of flow ion, who reads 
it, and is not able to draw the Reſemblance. 

However, I heartily wiſh we may, by a 
| Reformation of our Ways in time, en- 
. deavour to avert ſuch Judgments as are 
therein threaten'd, 2 > reg IT 
. Wark of the Lord, nor conſidering the 
tien of bis Hands, Ver. 12. and avoid like- 
wiſe the many Woes therein denounced, 
for the ſeveral other Sins and  Oppreſſions 
therein mention'd. 

- Some of the looſe Libertines of this Ge- 
' nefation, will, I reckon, be apt (according 
to their ordinary Talent of reaſoning) with 
4 Sneerand ſupercilious Air, to ſay, Thi 4 


\ 


that our Neigh bours of Scotland, 
ever had fuch thing as Biſhops, or Epiſco- 
pa Government, eſtabliſh*d and fettl'd among 
them. And the Truth is, there are, ro my 
certain Know! many others beſide 
 Diſſemers, who know very little or nothing 
of what our national Conftitution, either in 
Church or State, has been, before the laſt 
Revolution, in 1688. and bur little enough 
even at this very time; as being 
the leaft Part of their Study; otherwiſe, 
certainly they wou d never be fo indiffe- 
rent about it, as they ſeem to be. | 
And really conſidering the vaſt Superi- 
ority, and — as well as in 
Number, of D 
beyond — of pe ay ws before, 
and even at the Time of he the — it 
may ſeem a Miſtery, how it came to paſs, 
that their Two Arch-Biſbops, and Twelve 
- Biſhops, her, with all the Epiſc 
ſhould be fo ud- 
depriv'd, and the Presbyterian Go- 

vernment 


— 


Parry were then reckon d to be at leaft 
Five. or Six to one of the other, 
So that as the ity of the Scotch 
-Presbyterians think them till 

by the Covenant, to aboliſh Lordly Prela- 
cy (as they call it) in Englazd and ela, 
as well as. in Scotland; I —_— 
hend, all true Members of the eftabliſh'd 


dy of Diſſenters, in 
Enemies as skreen 
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in humble Opinion, make all true Sous 
of the eftabliſhd Church more careful hke- 


chooſing any Perſon, or Perſons, to * 


tet 
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Duty, and too well grounded Apprehem- 
fions of Danger, bid me 'write for the eſta- 
iſh Tubs in Church and e. We 


ies. n 
| in the mean time, I humbly: appre- 
hend every honeſt Briton, who. is a fin- 
cere Lover of our excellent Conſtitution in 
Church and State, is bound, ſo far as he is 
able, by his humble Advice, or any other 
legal Means, to lend a Hand; tho” indeed, 
inſtead thereof, we ſeem to ſtand all gazing 
and amaz'd, without minding or ſoggeſting 
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